
 

 

[Draft letter to MPs urging greater transparency and accountability over the deployment and use of 
armed drones.  Please free to edit this letter and to use your own words.] 

 

 

[Name of your MP] 
House of Commons,  
London SW1A 0AA 

 

Dear [Name of Your MP] 

The deployment of armed drones 

I am writing to with regard to the lack of accountability and transparency over the deployment of 
Britain’s armed Reaper drones. 

As you may know, the UK acquired armed Reaper drones in 2007 and have deployed them on 
operations in Afghanistan, Iraq and Syria.  However, since mid-2014, the Ministry of Defence has 
refused to disclose the number of armed drones deployed or their location, even though they do 
so for other armed aircraft such as the Tornado or the Typhoon.  

There are a number of real concerns about the growing use of armed drones. These include how 
they are lowering the threshold for the use of armed force; how they are transferring the risk of 
armed conflict from combatants to civilians; and how they are expanding the use of so-called 
‘targeted killing’ beyond the battlefield.  For these reasons and more I believe that it is vital that 
there is proper and appropriate transparency about the deployment of the UK’s armed drones in 
order to ensure proper accountability for their use. 

It has long been argued that there should be parliamentary authorisation for the British use of 
military force overseas. While constitutionally it is a prerogative of the Crown within the hands of 
the PM, since 2011 it has become accepted that the House of Commons should have the 
opportunity to debate and vote on the deployment of military forces overseas except in the event 
of an emergency.  However there have been a number of indications that the government may 
be exempting the deployment of armed drones from this convention.1 

If, following the lead of the United States, multiple nations begin to undertake strikes from 
remotely controlled drones without detailing, or even acknowledging such deployments, there will 
be a significant and damaging decrease in international security. The UK needs to recognise it 
has a global responsibility on this issue and take an important lead. It should set a key 
benchmark for transparency by releasing the number of its armed drones deployed  

                                                            
1  See for example the written response of Sir Michael Fallon to David Anderson MP on this issue: 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-
question/Commons/2016-01-20/23290/ 



 

 

 

overseas together with their general location, and commit to bringing the deployment of armed 
drones within the convention that parliament approves the deployment and use of military force 
overseas.  

While it may be necessary to keep some information secret, I do not believe it is appropriate, or 
legitimate to refuse details of the deployment of the UK’s armed drones. 

I would be grateful if you would raise these concerns on my behalf with the Secretary of State for 
Defence, Gavin Williamson, asking if he would respond. 

Yours sincerely 

 

  

 


